Cultural Features of the Budj Bim Landscape

Short-finned Eel (Kooyang)
The Budj Bim Landscape extends from Mount Eccles National Park East of Heywood and
along the associated lava flows to the coast. This is Gunditjmara country, the traditional
lands of the Gunditjmara Nation. Cultural heritage and traditional ecological knowledge is
very important throughout the region.
The Gunditjmara people have maintained their connection to country since European
settlement. A native title claim was granted in 2007. Gunditjmara people manage ten
properties in the Budj Bim area and have an integral role in managing the landscape.
The Gunditj Mirring Partnership Project has compiled examples of cultural heritage and
indigenous ecological knowledge into fact sheets to share with the Gunditjmara community
and the broader community. A Field Guide to Cultural Features of the Budj Bim Landscape is
also available from Gunditj Mirring offices in Heywood and Glenelg Hopkins CMA offices in
Hamilton.

The Short-finned Eel (Anguilla australis) is known as Kooyang in the Gunditjmara language.
Eels can grow up to 1.1m long and 6.8kg in weight but they are often smaller. The back and
sides may be olive-green to olive-brown, sometimes with coppery tints above and silvery
sides. Belly is greyish to silvery-white. Fin colour is dark like the back.
For food, adult Short-finned Eel are known to take fish of various types, worms, insects, small
crustaceans, molluscs and water plants. Habitat for the Short-finned eel is low-lying swampy
streams and lagoons. It is essentially a still-water species common in many southern
Victorian lakes. The eel spends most of its life cycle in fresh water and migrates enormous
distances to spawn in the Coral Sea.
There are lots of wetland and rivers around Gunditjmara country which means there was
always plenty of eels around. Eels were one of the main sources of food for the Gunditjmara
people. The eels were preserved by being smoked in smoking trees. Eels were usually caught
in baskets made by the Gunditjmara people. The baskets would sit in an eel trap which were
made from the stones or wood.
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