
Cultural Features of the Budj Bim Landscape 

Brolga 

The Budj Bim Landscape extends from Mount Eccles National Park 
East of Heywood and along the associated lava flows to the 

coast. This is Gunditjmara country, the traditional lands of the 
Gunditjmara Nation. Cultural heritage and traditional 

ecological knowledge is very important throughout the 
region. 

 
The Gunditjmara people have maintained their 

connection to country since European settlement. 
A native title claim was granted in 2007. 
Gunditjmara people manage ten properties in the 
Budj Bim area and have an integral role in 
managing the landscape. 
 
The Gunditj Mirring Partnership Project has 
compiled examples of cultural heritage and 
indigenous ecological knowledge into fact 
sheets to share with the Gunditjmara 
community and the broader community. A 
Field Guide to Cultural Features of the Budj 
Bim Landscape is also available from Gunditj 
Mirring offices in Heywood and Glenelg 
Hopkins CMA offices in Hamilton. 
 
The Brolga (Grus rubicunda) is one of the 
most iconic wetland species in South-western 
Victoria. It is a large grey crane and adult birds 

have red patches on their heads. They grow up 
to 140cm tall. 

 
Brolgas, known as “Kurout”, are known for their 

intricate courtship dance which leads to long 
breeding partnerships.  

Brolga dancing 

 



Shallow and ephemeral wetlands are 
prime Brolga habitat. They build nest 
mounds from wetland vegetation and 
lay a clutch of one or two eggs each 
breeding season. They forage for 
food in surrounding grasslands and 
farmland. 
 
Amongst the Gunditjmara, the 
Brolga eggs and young were the 
exclusive property of the old men. 
The women, young men and 
children were forbidden to eat them. 
 
Brolgas are a reasonably common 
species in Australia, particularly in 
the North. In Victoria, they are listed 
as threatened due to widespread 
drainage and modification of their 
wetland habitat. Foxes prey on the 
eggs and young although adult Brolga 

are known to defend the nest. 

Brolga and Chick 

Brolga Family 
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Aboriginal Corporation 
R: 4/48 Edgar Street, Heywood VIC 3304 
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F: +61 (03) 5527 1704 
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